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A Note for Educators 

Turn it up, slow it down…it’s time to get creative! In Module 5, students are invited to mix, remix, and 

experiment. Reggae has influenced and shaped the development of hip-hop, rap, reggaeton, and 

electronic genres—just to name a few! Throughout the module, students will experience the evolution 

(and hybridization) that can happen within musical styles, and how the unique and fearless re-combining 

of influences of different musical genres can lead to the creation of other hybrid musical genres. 

What happens when hip-hop meets Orchestra? Watch Daniel, Jah’Mila, and the NAC Orchestra to find 

out! At the end of Module 5, students will be able to: 

1. Define the word “remix” 

2. Identify musical genres that were influenced by Jamaican music 

3. Make musical choices to create your own remix 

A downloadable slide presentation of Module 5 is available on the NAC Reggae Roots webpage. It is 

recommended that these materials be adapted to your teaching environment. 

The various project-based activities included in Module 5 are structured around the following 

21st-century competencies: critical thinking, communication, collaboration, creativity, and innovation. 
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Part 1: Creating a Wonderwa� 

Note to Instructor 

Activity Time length: 15 Minutes 

Intended for Grades 4-8 

Preparation: Cue Daniel talking about Jamaican influence on hip hop (27:26 - 30:20). Prepare a surface to be used as a 

wonderwall. This might be a large sheet of chart paper or a whiteboard. 

It’s been quite a journey so far! We have learned about where reggae comes from, we have looked at the 

factors that influenced the development of reggae in Jamaica, we have analyzed the sounds that make 

reggae what it is, and we have also asked ourselves: “how does reggae make me feel?” 

In this module, we will now look at the impact of reggae and Jamaican culture on the world. 

Have you ever heard of a Wonderwall before? A wonderwall can be constructed out of paper, poster 

board, or even a whiteboard. This is your place to explore new ideas by writing words and ideas, drawing 

pictures, and posting images. If you’re working as a class, this will be a space to share your thoughts. 

1. Write the word “remix” in the centre of your wonderwall. Then fill the surrounding space with every 

idea, thought, or picture that comes to mind when you think of the word “remix.” 

Hint! If you find the exercise difficult, give yourself a short time limit (2-5 minutes) and see how much 

you can come up with before your time runs out! 

2. Select your three favourite items from the wonderwall and write or sketch them in the space below! 

Wonderwall Item 1 Wonderwall Item 2 Wonderwall Item 3 



Remixing means creating a new or different version of a recorded song. This is done by changing or 

adding to the original recording of the song! 

One of the pioneers of this practice in reggae music is Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry. He was among the first 

Jamaican producer-musicians to use the studio as an instrument, and he pioneered the reggae 

instrumental form known as ‘dub’, in which sections of a rhythm track were removed and others 

emphasized through echo, distortion, repetition, and backward tape looping. 

Jamaican producers, sound engineers, and sound system DJs invented a number of the techniques that 

are used in popular genres of today. Certain practices like scratching, toasting, and dubbing are all 

products of reggae music and sound system culture. 

Part 2: Three Hip-Hop Moments 

Note to Instructor 

Activity Time length: 30 Minutes 

Intended for Grades 4-8 

Preparation: The Remix activity requires a speaker and the ability to manipulate volume. Cue Daniel’s discussion about 

“development” (8:57 - 9:53) and “Three Hip Hop Moments” (30:22 - 34:36) from the video series. 

Did you know? Many popular music styles (such as hip hop, house, and dubstep) were influenced by 

Jamaican Reggae music. Black creativity and innovation are at the centre of Jamaican music. 

→ Listen First: Daniel’s interview with James Poyser ← 

1. Who is James Poyser? 

How would describe what James does? 



2. After learning about the process of coming up with a hit song, would you rather be a singer, a 

songwriter, or a singer-songwriter? 

Did you know! Similar to what we would now call remixing, classical composers can create new material 

out of old material using a writing technique known as “development.” 

→ Watch First: Daniel talking about “Development” ← 

3. What makes Development and a Musical Remix similar? 

What makes them different? 

Jamaican music producers and sound engineers invented many of the techniques that are used in 

mainstream music industries today. These techniques involve the altering of samples from other 

songs—also known as remixing. These innovations can be credited to the embodied knowledge and 

creativity of Jamaicans using studio technology. Let’s try re-mixing ourselves! 

4. If you have access to a portable speaker, put the palm of your hand over the area where the sound 

comes out! What happens to the sound when you do this? 



5. If you have a volume knob, try turning the music up and down. How does the sound change? 

Try changing the volume up and down slowly. Then try doing the same thing much faster. 

A DJ is someone who plays recorded music for an audience! By matching the tempos used in two or 

more songs, a DJ can seamlessly blend one song into another. DJs and other types of musical artists 

often have nicknames. What would your DJ nickname be? 

My DJ name is..

6. Now that you have your DJ name, turn the music down and pretend you are a DJ. Announce your DJ 

name to the crows (your classmates) and then turn the music back up! 

Bonus! For extra listening, 1. Mine Again by Mariah Carey 

James Poyser left us with five of his 2. Other Side of The Game by Erykah Badu 

favourite songs. 3. Window Seat by Erykah Badu 

Take time and listen to each one 4. No Love Allowed by Rihanna 

using a device connected to the internet. 5. Sometimes by Bilal 

Part 3: Create your own Remix 

Note to Instructor 

Activity Time length: 25 Minutes 

Intended for Grades 4-8 

Preparation: Ensure that you have a speaker available to play music selected by each student group. Alternatively, you might 

choose to assign a specific song to each group. 



Everyone uses creativity throughout the day! What is creativity? Creativity isn’t limited to making music 

or art. Think about when you add a new ingredient to an old recipe, or you create an inside joke with a 

friend, or when you create a playlist of your favourite songs. We can take different actions, ideas, or 

words that we know, mix them together, and new things come up! 

What is Innovation? Like creativity, innovation is when you bring a new thought or idea into the world. 

1. It’s time to create your own Remix! In small groups, select a song that you can all like. 

If you have trouble agreeing on something, don’t worry! You can always do this again with another song. 

2. Listen carefully to the song. 

Take note of the different sounds, textures, melodies, and rhythms that you hear. 

3. As you listen, brainstorm as many additional sounds as you can make using your voice, body, or 

objects found in the space around you. Now, try layering these sounds over the music. 

4. Once everyone in your group is prepared to play a part in your new remix, it's time to share your work 

with the class! Don’t forget to announce your DJ names before starting! 

Glossary 

➢ Daniel Bartholomew-Poyser: a Canadian orchestral conductor with Trinidadian and Jamaican heritage. He conducts orchestras 

across North America and creates concert experiences that bring orchestral music to audiences in new and surprising ways. 

➢ Dub music: dub is a dance music genre that evolved from the backing tracks of Jamaican reggae. Emphasis is given to the 

rhythm section in some songs while others have purely drum-and-bass focus. Later forms of dub featured electronic samplers 

and drum machines. (Masterclass) 

➢ Innovation: the introduction of a new idea or method. (Merriam Webster) 

➢ Lyrics: The words of a song or composition. 

➢ Music Producer: a person who oversees the entire creation of a song or album. 

➢ Remix: the common practice of creating a new or different version of a recorded song that is made by changing or adding to the 

original recording of the song. (Merriam Webster) 

➢ Scratching: sometimes known as ‘scrubbing’, is a DJ or turntablist technique used to produce distinctive sounds by moving a 

vinyl record back and forth on a turntable while optionally manipulating the crossfader on a DJ mixer. (History of Hip Hop) 

➢ Sound Engineer: a person who records and manipulates sounds (voices, instruments, etc) 

➢ Toasting: a style of lyrical chanting which in Dancehall music involves a DJ talking over a riddim. (Jamaicansmusic) 
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